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ABSTRACT 

To differentiate student creativity by various 
tasks, the investigator used two classes with many minority-group 
students for whom certain admission requirements had been waived. In 
lieu of final exam, 17 experimental (Minority) and 28 control 
students received tests of creative thinking. Two forms were used, 
each vrith three separate figural tasks. The first form presented a 
circles, a triangles, and a squares task; the second, circles, 
squares, and then triangles. The first two tasks were timed, the 
third was not. All were scored for fluency, flexibility, and 
originality, and the timed and untimed tasks compared. Except for a 
few individual experimental subjects, the controls were much higher 
on all counts. Comparison of originality scores in the timed and 
untimed tasks showed erratic differences in individuals in both 
groups, indicating a group rather than a task difference. Though 
inconclusive, the study highlights the lack of screening for the 
minority group, their possible anxious reaction to testing, and their 
lack of broad background, in contrast to the screened and generally 
able students of the dominant culture; it suggests identifying 
creativity in the disadvantaged in early school years. In short, 
comparisons between culturally different groups showed wide and 
unpredictable individual differences; the dominant culture has an 
advantage over the minority; an untimed task gave no anxiety relief 
to the disadvantaged; general education for minority cultures must be 
maximized. (HH) 
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TIMED AND UNTIMED TESTS OF CREATIVE THINiaNG: 

A TIMELY COMPARISON 

by 

Berenice D* Bleedorn 

As higher education begins to adjust itself to the influx of larger 
numbers of minority-group students, implications for many parts of the 
educational system become obvious* After years of complacency, college 
teachers, counselors, and administrators are coning to realize that con- 
ventional techniques and methods are not universally valid; that existing 
processes and structures may not be immutably fixed; and, above all, that 
modes of evaluating and predicting academic potential — designed for the 
most part on the basis of traditional assumptions — are not to be taken 
for granted* As student populations grow more heterogeneous, educational 
researchers are finding it necessary to develop alternate ways of measu- 
ring academic potential and educational achievement* Pioneers in pointing 
out one direction of change are those in the academic community who have, 
in the last few years, been engaged in investigations intended to define 
and measure human creative capacties* A report on a project delving into 
one aspect of student creativity as it is related to academic learning 
comprises this issue of The General College Studies * 

Teachers, and researchers in the General College share a tradition of 
interest in the subject of creativity* Readers of this publication may 
recall that several issues of it in the past (Volume I, Numbers 1, 2, 3) 
were devoted to reports of efforts to measure student creative ability 
and to distinguish it from skills and aptitudes usually regarded as more 
strictly academic* In this report. Professor Bleedorn recounts her attempt 
to differentiate student performance on various tasks of creativity, using 
as the population of study two General College classes with substantial 
minority-group enrollments* Though) as in any study with a modest scope, 
any conclusions must be regarded as tentative, her findings do indicate 
the need for future study, and her project serves as an example of a 
kind of research that will have increasing significance in the future* 

The author of this report is an instructor of GC 3^! Creative Pro- 
blem Solvihg . a regular part of the General College curriculum* 
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Tl» AilD UNTIM3D T3STS OF CRiliATIV^ THINKING 
A TIMELY COMPARISON 

by 

Berenice D, Bleedorn 

i-Identifying the creatively talented among minority cultures (Tor- 
rance, 1968; Douglas, 1969) is a natter of educational and social con- 
cern, There is considerable evidence that culturally disadvantaged stu- 
dents lack experience in school know-how and activities, and have styles 
of learning that differ from that of most students (Reisman, 1962), Since 
these differences may include an inability to respond positively to time 
pressures in a test situation, the identification of creatively talented 
students through a test of creative thinking mi^t be made more culture- 
free, and the test itself might be a more valid measure of creative abili- 
ty, if there were no limit of time for test tasks to be performed. It was 
hypothesized for this study that university freshmen of minority- culture 
backgrounds would compare more favorably with subjects of the dominant 
culture from the same educational ley-el in an \mtimed task of creative 
thinking than they would in the usual ten-minute timed tasks, and that 
the difference between task scores in the untimed and timed situations 
would be relatively greater in the experimental group than in the con- 
trol group. 

Procedure ; In 1968 students from minority groups were recruited to at- 
tend the University of Minnesota as participants in the scholarship pro- 
gram supported by funds contributed to the Martin Luther King Memorial 
and by other University of Minnesota student aid funds o Of the total 
number recruited, ninety- two were enrolled in the General College* Be- 
cause of the special nature of this group of students, regular admission 
procedures were not adhered to and for many of them entrance examinations 
were not administered. The experimental group for this study v/as drawn 
from this ’’Martin Luther King” (MLK) population. Through the cooperation 
of the General College, a total of seventeen of these students v/ere a- 
vailable for testing* All v;ere Negro except for one Indian and two 
Mexican-American students* The control group numbered twenty-ei^t* 
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